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THE BYLAWS 

OF 

THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS ALUMNI CHAPTER 

OF 

THE TAU BETA PI ASSOCIATION 

 

ARTICLE I 

NAME 

 

The name of this organization shall be the Great Smoky Mountains Alumni Chapter of the Tau Beta Pi 

Association, hereinafter referred to in these Bylaws as the “Chapter.”  The principal office of the 

Chapter shall be in the State of Tennessee and comply with all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, 

and ordinances, including, but not limited to the provisions of Section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue 

Code. 

 

ARTICLE II 

PURPOSES 

 

The Tau Beta Pi Association was founded at Lehigh University in 1885 by Edward Higginson Williams 

Jr. to mark in a fitting manner those who have conferred honor upon their Alma Mater by distinguished 

scholarship and exemplary character as students in engineering, or by their attainments as alumni in the 

field of engineering, and to foster a spirit of liberal culture in engineering colleges. 

 

Principal mission areas are as follows: 

 

❖ Recognizes those who have conferred honor upon their Alma Maters by distinguished 

scholarship and exemplary character as students in engineering, or by their attainments as alumni 

in the field of engineering; 

 

❖ Provides leadership development and soft skills training for engineering students and alumni 

members; 

 

❖ Promotes lifelong alumnus member involvement. 

 

Specifically, this Chapter supports the goal of lifelong alumnus member involvement through hosting 

networking events and tours; sending a voting delegate to the Tau Beta Pi annual convention; assisting 

nearby collegiate chapters with their programs to stimulate better student-alumni relations; aiding nearby 

collegiate chapters with recommendations of suitable alumni and eminent engineers for election to 

membership in the Association; and providing opportunities for members to meet and discuss common 

interests. 
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ARTICLE III 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

Section 1.  Classes and Qualifications.  Any member of Tau Beta Pi who is not an undergraduate student 

is eligible for membership in this Chapter.   Persons eligible for membership may become members by 

expressing their desire to become affiliated with the Chapter, by agreeing to comply with these Bylaws, 

and by paying their annual dues to the Treasurer of the Chapter.       

Section 2.  Voting Rights.  Only individual members in good standing shall have the right to vote on 

those items specified in these Bylaws, as well as to vote on such other issues as the Executive 

Committee may choose to bring before the members.   

Section 3.  Membership Dues.  Annual dues shall be payable in the spring as set by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Section 1.  Powers.  The Executive Committee shall conduct all official business of the Chapter except 

for the election of officers and the adoption and amendment of these Bylaws.  The Executive Committee 

shall consist of the President, Vice-President/President Elect, Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 

four Directors.   

a. The Chapter may sponsor various projects, provided any proceeds from said projects are used to 

finance scholarships and fellowships, to provide support to collegiate chapters, or to defray 

Chapter expenses. 

 

b. The Chapter may accept private donations which have been designated for the purpose of 

providing scholarships and fellowships, for supporting collegiate chapters, or for defraying the 

expenses of Chapter operations. 

 

c. The Chapter may submit recommendations to the local collegiate chapter for “Eminent 

Engineer” candidates eligible for election to membership in accordance with Article II, Sections 

6 and 7, of the 2019 Articles of Incorporation,  Constitution, Bylaws, and Eligibility Code, Tau 

Beta Pi, Inc.  

 

d. No member, nor individual, nor organization may solicit any support (including moral or 

financial) without the prior knowledge and approval of a majority of the Executive Committee. 

Section 2.  Election and Term of Office.   

a. In April of each year, a Nominating Committee appointed by the Executive Committee shall 

nominate one member (with that member’s consent) for each office who will serve in the 

succeeding year.    
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b. Ballots shall be mailed (electronically or otherwise) to all current members no later than May 15.  

Each ballot shall have a space for write-in candidates for each office. The right to vote in an 

election shall be forfeited by any member who fails to return the ballot for that election within 

two weeks of the time the ballot was mailed.  Officers shall be elected based on a majority of the 

members voting.  

 

c. The President, Vice-President/President Elect, Past President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall 

serve for one year beginning on June 1 and ending on May 31 of the following year.  The Vice-

President/President Elect shall automatically succeed to the office of President, and the President 

shall automatically succeed to the office of Past President.  Each of the four Directors shall serve 

two-year terms.  The terms shall be served alternately in such a manner that only two Directors 

are elected each year.   

Section 3.  Vacancies.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice-President shall 

automatically assume those duties.  For all other vacancies, the Executive Committee shall elect a 

replacement from the membership to fill the office for the remainder of the term. 

Section 4.  Executive Committee Meetings. 

 

a. There shall be periodic meetings upon such date, time, and place as the Executive Committee 

shall determine.   Generally, meetings are held twice during the fall term and twice during the 

winter term corresponding to the school year of the local collegiate chapter.  A minimum of four 

days advance notice shall be provided for called meetings. 

 

b. At least five members of the Executive Committee must be present at a Committee meeting 

before any business may be transacted.   A majority of the votes cast at a meeting at which a 

quorum is present shall constitute action of the Executive Committee.  The business affairs of the 

Chapter may also be conducted virtually through chat, text, email, or other electronic means as 

long as all other quorum and voting requirements are met. 

 

c. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the President, as necessary, or 

within ten days of receipt of a written petition signed by at least three officers, to act upon urgent 

business. 

 

d. Meeting minutes shall be prepared by the Secretary and submitted for approval by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

e. Robert’s Rules of Order Revised shall govern the proceedings of all meetings. 

 

f. Any chapter member is welcome to attend meetings but may not vote on matters before the 

Executive Committee. 
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Section 5.  Subcommittees.  The President shall appoint members to serve on subcommittees as deemed 

necessary by the Executive Committee. 

 

ARTICLE V 

OFFICERS 

 

Section 1.  Directors.  Four Directors shall be active participants with the President in ensuring that the 

affairs of the Chapter are conducted in accordance with these Bylaws. 

Section 2.  President.  The President shall give active direction and have control of the business and 

affairs of the Chapter as may be prescribed by the Executive Committee and in accordance with these 

Bylaws.  Historically, the President has served as the Convention Delegate to the annual convention; 

however, other Officers may also serve this function.   Upon leaving office, the individual will continue 

to serve on the Executive Committee for an additional year as Past President. 

Section 3.  Vice-President.  The Vice-President shall assist the President and preside at Executive 

Committee meetings in his/her absence.  The Vice-President shall also serve as the President-Elect for 

the succeeding year. 

Section 4.  Secretary.  The Secretary shall keep the roll and take minutes of the Executive Committee 

meetings.  In the event of the absence of the President and Vice-President, the Secretary shall preside at 

Executive Committee meetings.  All official correspondence of the Chapter shall be prepared by the 

Secretary. In the absence of the Secretary, the President will appoint a member of the Executive 

Committee to keep the roll and take minutes of the Executive Committee meeting. 

Section 5.  Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall fulfill the following obligations of the Chapter: 

a. Submit a financial summary to the Executive Committee at each called meeting; 

b. Collect the annual membership dues in January of each year; 

c. Pay the annual Chapter dues to the Association in January of each year.   

d. Maintain the membership roster for the Chapter. 

Section 6.  Convention Delegate.  The Convention Delegate shall represent the Chapter officially at the 

annual Convention of the Association.  In the event that person cannot attend, an Alternate Delegate 

shall be appointed by the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE VI 

DISSOLUTION 

Section 1.  Dissolution.  In the event of dissolution of the Chapter, the residual assets shall be distributed 

to the Tau Beta Pi Association, a corporation organized and operated exclusively for educational and 

scientific purposes and exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 (c)(3) of the U.S. Internal 

Revenue Code of 1954. Any of such assets not so disposed of shall be distributed to a fund, foundation 

or corporation, organized and operated exclusively for charitable, religious, educational or scientific 
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purposes and similarly exempt from Federal income tax or to a Federal, State or Local Government for 

public purpose. 

ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 

 

These Bylaws may be amended, or new Bylaws may be proposed, by a majority of the Executive 

Committee at any time.   The proposed changes and a voting ballot shall be mailed, electronically or 

otherwise, to all members of the Chapter.   Ballots not returned within fourteen days are considered 

forfeited.   The proposed changes will be adopted if approved by the affirmative vote of at least seventy-

five percent (75%) of the Chapter members voting.   

  

REVISED:  10 DEC 2019 

 


